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Events, activities for Tyler Junior College student organizations 


By Brooklyn Gundling 
Managing Editor 


yler Junior College Homecoming kicks off Oct. 17 
with the traditional opening ceremony and beating 
of the drum kickoff. This year’s “Greatest Show 

on Turf” theme references the 75-year anniversary of the 
Apache Band and Apache Belles. 

“This years’ theme is ‘Greatest Show on Turf,” said 
Director of Student Life Lauren Tyler. “Everything will be 
with a real carnival type feel.” 

Homecoming at TJC offers lots of opportunities for 
organizations to get involved in the events. Many events are 
traditional, though the theme does allow for repeat events to 
feel new. A short list of events is found below, though a full 
list can be found at TJC.edu. 
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OPENING CEREMONY / 


The Opening Ceremony is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. Oct. 17. 
The ceremony will kick off the beating of the drum, one of 
the oldest traditions at TJC, according to TJC.edu. 

“TJC students, faculty and staff volunteer for time slots 
to keep the drum beating 24 hours a day from Monday 
of Homecoming Week until kickoff of Saturday’s football 
game,” according to TJC.edu. 

The drumbeat is not only a way to get students and staff 
involved in Homecoming, but also has a bit of superstition 
behind it. 

According to TJC.edu, “if the drumbeat doesn’t stop we 
will win the game!” 

Whether that is true or not is unknown, but nevertheless 
the drumbeat has become a main event for Homecoming. 
Students and staff are encouraged to participate in the 
drumbeat. There are two slots available per hour for 
students to beat the drum and earn their organization 
points. Organizations will earn double points for late night 
hours, between midnight to 8 a.m., toward the Warrior Spirit 
Award that is given to the organization with the most points 
following all the events. 


| MING AND QUEEN 
ELECTIONS / 


Each recognized organization can nominate a king, queen, 
or both to be elected by the student body. The Homecoming 
royalty have already been nominated, but any student can 
vote for their favorite King and Queen on orgsync.tjc.edu. 

“Organizations can campaign the first three days [of 
Homecoming,” Tyler said. “There are tables set upon a first 
come, first-serve basis outside [the Student Life] office.” 


TJC’s Homecoming King and Queen will be announced 
alongside the “Most Beautiful” and “Most Handsome” 
awards from the same nominees at the homecoming football 
game on Oct. 22. Elections open on tjc.edu/orgsync at 9 a.m. 
Oct. 17 and will close at 4 p.m. Oct. 19. 

“There will be voting stations set up at Jenkins outside 
the dean’s office or the student center by the welcome desk,” 
Tyler said. 

The two in-person election sites are available 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday-Wednesday. If unable to vote in-person, 
voting is available online at orgsync.tjc.edu until 4 p.m. 
Wednesday. 


MArin, ZOMECOMING DANCE Ay 


The Homecoming Dance will be held at 8 p.m. Oct. 19 
in the Apache Rooms in the RSC. The dance will last for 
several hours and will give students a chance to hang out 
and dance alongside friends. Admission is free, but only 
TJC students are invited, so make sure to bring your student 
ID to show at the door. After the dance, Student Senate is 
hosting a late-night breakfast in the Apache Junction for the 


first 400 students. The Student Senate officers will prepare 
and serve the free food. 


| for SUPPLY DRIVE yr 
| / \ 


Every year organizations give canned goods to the 
student life office who then in donates those supplies to 
a charity or food bank in need. This year the donations 
will be given to the Student Resource Center in Pirtle 
Technology, Room 2014. The resource center is open 
for all TJC students and provides them with food, 
snacks, free printing, a computer lab and a closet where 
students can borrow interview clothes. 

TJC provided organizations with a list of needed 

items, including: 

¢ School Supplies 

> Meat products (such as jerky, Vienna sausages, or 
single serve chicken or tuna packets) 

e Canned meals or fruit (such as spaghetti, ravioli, 
peaches, pears, etc.) 

e Granola bars _ 

e Microwavable meals: Ramen cups (no flat packs), 
mac and cheese cups, oatmeal cups, soup cups or 
other individually portioned microwavable cups and 
popcorn 

e Hygiene items (soap, toilet paper, deodorant, shampoo 
and conditioner, feminine products, etc.) 

e Laundry pods 

The list of supplies was given by Phi Theta Kappa who 
run the resource center. 


“While we appreciate all kinds of donations, these are 
specific things that they need,” Tyler said. 
The supply drive starts the Monday of Homecoming at 
9 a.m. and will end Wednesday at 5 p.m. Supplies will be 
collected in the student life office in the RSC. 


Ay soccer comes mn 


Both the men’s and women’s soccer teams will have two 
games the week of Homecoming. The men’s soccer team 
will go against Coastal Bend College at noon on Oct. 19 at Pat 
Hartley Field. The women’s team will play against Navarro 
College at 7 p.m. Oct. 19 at Pat Hartley Field. On the last day 
of Homecoming week, Oct. 22, both teams will face Trinity 
Valley Community College. The women’s team will play at 5 
p.m., and the men’s team will play at 7 p.m. 


PARADE 
fy BLOCKPARTY 
' PEP RALLY 

The Homécoming parade will feature various 

organizations who will decorate floats and show off their 
Homecoming court nominees. The parade will take place 
at 6 p.m. Oct. 20 outside the Rogers Nursing and Health 
Sciences Center. It will end outside Pat Hartley Field where 
a block party will be set up with food, games and other 
activities to be enjoyed by TJC students, staff and their 
guests. 

“Tt’'ll be like a big party,” Tyler said. “A big block party for 
everyone.” 
The party will last until the pep rally at 9 p.m. While the 
majority will be hyping up the games to come, there are also 

special announcements and a surprise ending to the night. 


Tyler said, “make sure to stay for the big finale!” 


ay HOMECOMING 
FOOTBALL GAME 
Kickoff for the Homecoming game is at 3 p.m. Oct. 22 at 


the Christus Trinity Mother Frances Rose Stadium, but the 
pre-game will start at 2 p.m. at the stadium. Pre-game will 
include the announcement of “Most Beautiful” and “Most 
Handsome” award as well as the top five court nominees for 
King and Queen. The drum will continue beating until the 
official kickoff against Cisco College. 

For more information about these events, and how to get 
involved, visit orgsync.tjc.edu or talk to your organization 
advisers. 
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-Drumbeat tradition continues for Apaches Oct. 17 | 


Haley Farmer is an Apache Belle and Homecoming 
nominee. The Apache Belles was founded in 1927 
and have traveled with the Apache Band around the 
world. According to tjc.edu, the Apache Belles and 
Band have performed at various halftime shows and 
military bases. 


For more information regarding 


Homecoming, visit orgsync.tjc.edu. 


Photo courtesy of Haley Farmer 


By Abigail Smith 
Multimedia Journalist 


The Homecoming Kickoff and 
Drumbeat Ceremony will start the 
"Greatest Show on Turf" theme at Tyler 
Junior College for Homecoming week. 
The event will be from 11 a.m. to I p.m. 
Oct. 17 on the front steps of the Rogers 
Student Center. The Homecoming 
nominees will be presented, and the 
traditional drumbeat will begin. 

“It’s the official start of Homecoming 
week; it’s getting everyone excited 
about what’s to come,” said Lauren 
Tyler, director of student life.” The 
drumbeat alone is just a really cool 
opportunity for alumni, employees, 
administrators, students, to all come 
together for one cause.” 

TJC organizations had the opportunity 
to nominate two students to be a part of 
the TJC king and queen Homecoming 
ballot. The students who were chosen 
will be announced at the event. 

“I was just going about my day when 
I got an email saying that I had been 
selected as the queen nominee. There 
were so many great options to choose 
from on the ballot, so I was honored that 
my fellow students chose to vote for me,” 
said Haley Farmer, presidential honors 
Homecoming nominee. “Everyone in the 
Presidential Honors Program, have been 
so kind and welcoming to me during 
my time so far at TJC. I am ecstatic to 
have the opportunity to represent them 
during Homecoming week.” 

After the Homecoming nominees 
are presented, Dr. Juan E. Mejia, TJC 
president, will count down the official 
start of the drum. Then Phi Theta 
Kappa, last year’s winner of the Warrior Spirit award will 
begin the beating of the drum. Students can sign up to be 
a part of the traditional drumbeat at the event. 

“I participated in the drumbeat for one hour last fall, and 
it was so much fun! I think maybe this year I will try to go 
for one of the graveyard shifts,” Farmer said. 

Students can sign up for one-hour shifts on the TJC 
Homecoming website. The shifts will last until the 
Homecoming football game kickoff. 

“Homecoming is very important to me because TJC 
has 96 years of history and legacy. TJC alumni are very 
supportive of the college and contribute greatly to the 
future of our school,” Farmer said. “Homecoming is all 
about celebrating the union of the people who graduated 


Photo by Abigail Smith 
Director of Student Life, Lauren Tyler, helps in facilitating 
Homecoming and its events. This year marks the 75th anniversary of 
the Apache Belles and Band, key components of TIC Homecoming. 


before and the students who are here now, and I think that 
is so special.” 

Alumni have carried on the beating of the drum tradition 
since 1948. The tradition says if the drumbeat doesn’t stop, 


then TJC will win the game. “ 
The first 50 students to attend the event and sign up 


- for the beating of the drum will receive free T-shirts. The 


celebration will end with refreshments and students will 
have the opportunity of being drawn by a caricature artist. 

To vote for Homecoming nominees, the Office of 
Student Life will have voting booths located in Rogers 
and Jenkins Building. Students can also go to TJC orgsyne 
Homecoming account. 


By Asia Johnson 
Editor-In-Chief 


The temperatures are dropping, the days are getting 
shorter and the spooky season is just around the corner. You 
want to put your all into this year’s costume but your pockets 
aren't on the same page. Lucky for you, here is a list of six 
Halloween costumes to thrift that can satisfy your costume 
standards...and your bank account. 


Lydia Deez from “Beetlejuice’ 


Daughter of Charles and Delia Deetz, Lydia is commonly 
referred to as a goth girl, always 


Music Major and thrifter Megan 
Wansley said, “I dressed as-Lydia 
from Beetlejuice. I got a black sunhat 
and a black dress. I thrift most of my 
clothes because it’s cheaper.” 

Thrifting allows creativity in your 
clothing, but for a reduced price 
compared to clothing at larger 
corporations. The main purpose of 
a costume is to wear it for at least 
one day, so why put so much money 
into it? 

“Pros of thrifting are 
sustainability. | knew I would only 
wear the dress a few times, so | 


dress,” Wansley said. 


A minion from 
‘Despicable Me’ 


Graphic courtesy 
of deviantart.com 


They've short, 
yellow and pill- 
bodied creatures 
whose purpose is 
to obey the orders 

of the villain, Gru. 
With the simplicity 
and consistency of 
their style, thrifting 

a costume for these 

‘characters would be 

no task at all. A simple 
yellow shirt from 
Uptown Cheapskate and a pair of overalls from Goodwill and 
youre good to go. If you want to gx 
pair of goggles from Wal: 


o the extra mile, pick upa 


New Center for Profes: 


dressing in dark and distressed attire. 


didn’t want to waste money or a new 


Graphic courtesy of 
poohadventures.fandom.com 


élena Gilbert from "Ghe Vampire 


Graphic ¢ 


Graphic courtesy of vectorportal.com 
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pinterest. com 


costume is a Halloween costume classic and 


dy for some spooky action. 


nal Excellence opens in Vaughn Library 


Velma pintiey from ‘Scooby Doo’ 


Diaries’ She’ S eas modest ial 
“The Vampire Diaries” | unashamed to be herself, 
; Velma Dinkley is is one of the: 
protagonist, Elena ‘ ean 
Gilbert, can be described ve members 0 ystery 
as sporty, popular Incorporated. Velma has : 
and es Gilbert short red hair and wears | 
wore “basic” clothing, peli ie? gaan : Ke 
typically sporting high € ek as ie a ig i 
top-converse, jeans and omer i see or are 
any clothing that wasn’t saepebe Acetic! — 
too bright. socks and red shoes. 
Marlee Sorrells, a student You're bound to find — 
at Hardin-Simmons clothing at thrift stores _ | 
University, said she thrifted that work well to recreate | 
costumes for both fictional Velma’s look. Not only | 
characters Elena Gilbert is buying clothes fora 
and Velma Dinkley. _ reduced price a plus, some — 
“T decided to thrift my also enjoy the adventure of | 
costumes because I could ee a . 
save money and knew that Ae aa ain aie 
I could find pieces that Graphi AS f ee 
work really well for the rapnic courtesy o because it’s a sustainable 


characters,” Sorrells said. 


ASSiC Cghose from "Casper" 


ime to create. Just buy a bed sheet from 
'd $6, cut two holes for the eyes and the 


Story and Graphic By 
Leigh Meyers 
Broadcast Director 


The Center for Professional 
Excellence, a facility made with the 


is now open on the second floor of 
Vaughn Library. The Tutoring Center 
has been moved to the first floor. 

“Professional development in 
the past has not had a designated 
space at TJC where faculty and 
staff have a place to learn just like 
students do,” Director of Professional 
Development, Katie Moses said. “So, 
the leadership here at TJC decided 
that it would be good to have a 
dedicated space for learning.” 

The facility is intended to help 
faculty and staff achieve personal and 
professional growth and is available 
for any individual employed at TJC. 

“We offer training in five different 
categories,” Moses said. 

These include, college systems and 
processes, personal and professional 
development, teaching and learning, 
technology and leadership. 

Workshops are available on 
a variety of subjects, including 
computer-based classes to help 


warnerbros.fandom.com 


and hunt for certain items of clothing,” Sorrells said. | ; i. 
Waldo from “Where's Waldo" \ 


Waldo may be hard to spot 
in puzzle books, but you 
wont be in this outfit. Waldo 
wears a red and white striped 
long-sleeved shirt, a pair of 
jeans, circle-framed glasses 
and a red and white beanie. 
All components of this outfit 
can be easily found at a local 
thrift store such as Clothes 
Mentor, Goodwill, Hangers 
of Hope or any other thrift 
stores in Tyler. 


Seay Pare rye +c aeee se 


Whether you are dressing 
up as a cheerleader, wizard 
or your favorite celebrity 
for the fifth year in a row, 
any thrift store will have the 
right clothing pieces to make a 
hauntingly perfect costume. Bh eat 
“It’s nice to know that someone’s once beloveditemisnow =~ 
in my care instead of being thrown away,” Wansley said. | 2 lala 


idea of professional learning in mind, 


' Physics, Douglas Parsons said. “It’s 


We hope that faculty and staff use the center to improve themselves, | __ 
which carries onto improved customer service for the students [and] © 
improved classroom experiences for our students. -Katie Moses, 
director of professional development | 


The Center of Professional Excellence is now open fiir facaley and staf 
The Tutoring Center has been relocated on the first floor ate 32 Vaughn 


way to shop. I also love the . 
surprise of what ath find . 


Graphic courtesy of ae 
giantbomb.com 


faculty learn programs like Microsoft 


Word as well as book studies. A room 
has also been set up for recording, so 
faculty and staff may record videos 
for Canvas courses or put them on 
the TJC website. 

“We hope that faculty and 
staff use the center to improve _ 
themselves, which carries onto 
improved customer service for the 
students [and] improved classroom _; 
experiences for our students,” Moses 
said. “It all directly impacts the _ 
students we serve at TJC.” : 

Not only is there a direct benefit’ 
for students, but faculty alsohave 
an opportunity to make their time at 
TJC easier and more accessible for an 
evolving learning landscape in terms. 
of technological advancement. 

“It sounds like it’s going to be a 
pretty excellent thing,” Professor of. 


always good to learn new tricks and 
be able to work with new pieces of _ 
equipment. Whether it’s 3D printers, 
or CAD software, or graphics [and] 
design elements, teachers should be 
able to keep up with their students,” ne 
Sessions started in September, ; 
but due to construction, the official - 
opening was set to be on Oct. 5. . 
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Tackling the psychology within music 


Story and Graphic By 
‘Santiago Nunez — 
Entertainment Editor 


rt is perceived in many ways by different people, 
despite being the same work. This is showcased 
through people’s experience while listening to 
music. It may appear trivial at first glance, but 
music has been the subject of many studies and 
theories for hundreds of years. The DrumBeat 
asked TJC students how music has impacted _ 
their lives, to complement the scientific — 
‘research aiming to explain the human 
interest in music. 


Background 


A 2013 study conducted by the 
United States National Library 
of Medicine, operated by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, serving as the world’s largest biomedical 
library, used a survey audience of 834 people to rate 
the importance of 129 functions of music on a scale of 
0 (do not agree) to 6 (fully agree). Functions were defined by 
the NIH as previous theories made about a person's use of 
music and non-redundant responses given by participants 
in prior studies. These 129 functions were grouped into 
three categories: self-awareness, social relatedness, and 
mood and arousal regulation. By taking the average rating 
of the functions grouped under each category, arousal and 
mood regulation (3.78) was rated to be the most important 
dimension of listening to music, followed by self-awareness 
(3.59) and social relatedness (2.01). 


Category One: 
Arousal and mood regulation 


Arousal and mood regulation “includes statements 
about the use of music as background entertainment and 
diversion,” and “as a means to get into a positive mood 
and regulate one’s physiological arousal,” according to the 
parameters set by the NIH in the study. Some students at 
TJC also say music can have a direct effect on their mood. 

“When I’m down, I like to listen to Christian music to 

give me an upbeat. I like country music because I like to 
dance,” & i Burkham, a sophomore general studies 
student. 

The NIH ete previous studies to add to their own. They 
listed a 2009 study by Emery Schubert, a professor of music 
and psychology at The University of New South Wales 
Sydney, in which he argued “the fundamental function of 
music is its potential to produce pleasure in the listener 
(and in the performer, as well). All other functions may 
be considered subordinate to music’s pleasure-producing 
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. J rheres is no worse icing than putting 
your headphones on and opening a 
: streaming service to listen to music, 
but hav ing no idea what to listen 
not, for lam always here to 
stions ee to aris 


indie scene 


I am a sucker 

for a good singer- 

songwriter album, 

and Julia Jacklin’s 
third studio album 

is just that. This 

album will not 

revolutionize the 


new ground, but the straightforward 

and effortless nature of the 37-minute 

journey this album takes you on lets _ 

the relatability of the lyrics do the bulk 

of the yee The album is an ode to the 

_ past. Jacklin takes a somber 
\ position reflecting over the 


capacity.” This can be viewed as the aspect of arousal and 
mood regulation in the NIH study. 

“It’s really helped relax and put my mind in like a safe 
place to where I can always like focus on one thing or just let 
go of everything and just have a fun time,” said Andru Smith, 
a sophomore game development major. 

Many people use music to better control 
their emotions with the pleasure they get 
from the entertainment music provides, 

_. which Schubert said is the most 
~ important part of the listening process. 
_ Burkham and Smith use music in the 
way Schubert outlines. They are 
both seeking pleasure from the 
entertainment music provides to 
m, distract themselves and get in a better 
® state of mind. 


Category Two: 
Self-awareness 


Self-awareness “includes statements about 
self-related thoughts, emotions and sentiments, 

absorption, escapism, solace, and meaning,” according to 
the parameters set by the NIH in the study. A TJC student 
had similar feelings when describing her experiences with 
music. 

“Music has always been an escape for me. My mind 
is always constantly going so it helps block it out, but 
also helps me realize the emotions that I’m feeling and 
just basically, I feel more in tune with myself whenever 
I’m listening to music because I feel like other people 
understand what I’m going through,” said Riley Crawford, a 
sophomore kinesiology major. 

This encapsulates every single quality that makes up 
self-awareness as defined by the study. The “self-related 
thoughts” and “emotions and sentiments” aspects are 
present in Crawford admitting to using music to better 
understand her emotions and feel more in tune with herself. 
“Escapism” and “absorption” are present with her use of 
music as an escape from reality and to stop her mind from 
over-analyzing things. “Solace” is present since she said 
she feels as if someone understands her situation when she 
listens to music. The only aspect not explicitly mentioned 
is meaning, but an inference can be made that music has a 
significant role in her life. 

The NIH quoted the 1996 book, “Performing Rites: On 
the Value of Popular Music” by Simon Frith, a socio- 
musicologist and Tovey Chair of Music at University of 
Edinburgh. On page 276, Frith said, “We all hear the music 
we like as something special, as something that defies the 
mundane, takes us ‘out of ourselves,’ puts us somewhere 
else.” This can be viewed as a broad view of the self- 
awareness aspect identified in the NIH study. Frith said 
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music takes our mind to a place outside of the mundane 
where we can reflect on our lives. Crawford is exhibiting the 
process Smith identified in the ways she uses music. 


Category Three: 
Social relatedness 


Social relatedness “includes statements about social 
bonding and affiliation” and “using music to feel close to 
their friends, to express their identity and values to others, 
and to gather information about their social environment,” 
according to the parameters set by the NIH in the study. A 
TJC student had a statement parallel to this definition. 

“I primarily listen to country music, and I love it so much 
because I think a good country song tells a story, and kind 
of offérs advice on how to live your life, so I think it’s really 
rubbed off a lot of inspiration on me on how I can live my life 
in a way that’s pleasing to me and hopefully to others and to 
God,” said Tyler Thompson, a sophomore business major. 

This statement aligns with the parameters of social 
relatedness due to Thompson’s sentiments of social bonding 
along with identity and values. Thompson describes how he 
believes music can help him express his values and identity 
to others. The lessons he’s learned from music help him in 
being a pleasing person. 

The NIH cites an article published in the Nordic Journal of 
Music Therapy titled “The Psychological Functions of Music 
in Adolescence” by Suvi Laiho, a doctoral student of music 
education at the University of Jyvaskyla. The article presents 
a theoretical model of functions of music in adolescence that 
is “divided into four categories: interpersonal relationships, 
identity, agency, and emotional field, which represent 
different areas of psychological functions that can be 
supported by engaging in music. Through promoting the 
satisfaction of these psychological aims music contributes 
substantially to adolescent development and mental 
health.” The four categories presented can be placed under 
social relatedness and within Thompson's statement. The 
adolescent nature of Thompson means these four categories 
are still applicable and are important to the nature in which 
he uses music. 


Conclusion 


The research and engagement with TJC students echo 
the findings in this NIH study. Human understanding of the 
brain’s use of music for socializing, growth, self-fulfillment, © 
emotional stability and comfort is fundamentally linked 
to everyday life. NIH ends their study with “we found that 
people appear to listen to music for three major reasons, 
two of which are substantially more important than the 
third; music offers a valued companion, helps provide a 
comfortable level of activation and a positive mood, whereas 
its social importance may have been overvalued.” 
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By Garrett Snyder 
Multimedia Journalist 


Student Senate’s freshman election came to a close on 
Sept.21, electing Kara Wofford as TJC’s new freshman 
president. In high school, Wofford was a member of the 4H 
student leadership organization, holding the positions of 
president and vice president during her high school years 
and receiving a Texas 4-H Opportunity Scholarship in May 
2022. The DrumBeat sat down with Wofford for an interview 
to discuss her motivations and plans for the future. 


Q: What got you interested in the Student Senate in 
the first place? 


A: I wanted to make my own impact on the campus and 
Lauren Tyler and Aaron [Hernandez] had mentioned how 
good I would have been as the freshman president. And so I 
was like, ‘Oh, that sounds really interesting.’ And I decided 
to run for it because I wanted to be an advocate for the 
campus and have my own voice. 


Q: What are your plans now that you're in office? 


A: I wanted to be an advocate for the campus, and so I 
wanted to be plugged in to where, if all my friends who were 
freshmen had ideas for campus improvement, they. could 
come to me about that and I can advocate it to the Senate. 


And so just whatever role that they need me to fill, I plan to 
fill for them. ; 


Q: What does the position mean to you? 


A: It means a lot. I was kind of nervous running for it 
because I came to TJC and I was like, I’m just gonna get my 


classes. I’m not gonna be involved. And then I realized how a 


homey the community actually is on the Tyler campus. It 
means that I get to represent the freshmen body and be an 
advocate for them, and I’m very honored that I was chosen to 
be the freshman president. 


"Savoring the Seasons': An interview with best-selling au 


By Asia Johnson 
Editor-In-Chief 


A best-selling author is among us at Tyler 
Junior College. Her name is Traci Borum, an 
English professor who teaches composition 
I and II, as well as creative writing. Borum 
shares her love for writing, what led 
her to the field of teaching and words of 
encouragement to the audience to follow 
their dreams. 


Q: What led you to become a teacher? 


A: That’s a good question that requires 
some thought. I have loved English, and 
writing and reading ever since I was just a 
child. I have a lot of teachers in my family. 
In fact I counted one time. On my mother’s 

side, there are 11 teachers, so maybe it’s in the 
genes, I don’t know. But I think when I was 

_ getting my bachelor’s, and I was taking all 
the literature classes, I just thought, I want 
to stay here. I want to stay, you know, kind of 
surrounded by literature and teaching just 
seemed like the right choice. 


Q: Do you plan on running for sophomore 
president next year? 


A: Depending on how this year goes, I really 
am thinking about it because so far I love the 
Senate. I love the environment. I love being able 
to plug in and be involved, like kind of to a higher 
standard. And so depending on how my classes go, 
I probably will be looking to run for sophomore 
executive president. 


Q: How well do you think your experience 
with the high school student council will 
transfer to the college’s Student Senate? 


A: Well, along with student council, I did a lot of 
4H, as well. And so I was the 4H president and vice 
president. I’ve known parliamentary procedure 
pretty much my whole life, and so that ties in to 
being able to advocate meetings. And so I have a lot 
of experience on being a representative of a council 
and organization. That past experience really 
helped me for my position to be able to campaign 
and to be elected as freshman senate president. 


Q: What are some issues around campus you 
care strongly about? 


A: I believe that lighting is very important. 
Having more study rooms because you go to 
the library and it’s really loud and I feel like you 
don't have a private study area really anywhere. 
For proctored exams with the new program they 
have, there’s so many regulations and I want to be an 
advocate to help there be rooms where you can go 
specifically to take the proctored exams where they 
have to have the camera in the video, because we don't have 
any facilities that will be able to help you with that. Those 
are some of the things that I want to help advocate for. 


Q: Is there anything you would like to say to the 
student body? 


write. Because I had to kind of maybe look 
inward even more. Yeah, but maybe that’s my 


Q: What got you interested in writing? 


A: I think reading did. You know, both 
my parents, my mother was a teacher, and 
taught me how to read, and that love of 
reading. There came a moment where I was 
reading, and J thought, you know, somebody 
wrote these words. And there’s a point where 
you put that together. And I just thought, 
wouldn't that be neat to do? You know, I 
just thought that that would be a wonderful 
thing to try. I didn’t know if could do it. And 
I have to say, my very first novel, nobody will 
ever see it. It won't see the light of day. It was 
terrible, because I had to figure out how to 
do it. But after that, I just fell in love with 
writing. 


Q: What's the inspiration behind your 
| books? 


Photo by Asi a Johnson A: I would say the place, probably for the 


Traci Borum is the author of best selling British series. I love England. Well, I went 
women's fiction books such as "Seeking _ there one time when I was 17 years old with 
the Star," "Finding the Rainbow" and my grandmother, and just fell in love with 


"Discovering the Nightingale." the culture, the music, the history, you know, 


Q: How many books have you 


the buildings are so old and lovely. And the 
accents. But probably that I would think. 


published? friends. And I like that dynamic. Because 
each book to me feels different and I get to 


A: Seven, and I’m working on one. 


explore different, you know, relationships. 


Q: Would you ever stop teaching to 
fully pursue your writing? 


Q: Are your books a certain theme or Q: What's your favorite book that A: I would say I love both professions 


genre? Or are they different? 


A: Technically, they're of the genre 


you've written? 


equally. I’m very lucky to be able to do 
both. So I know that’s not an answer to your 


A: I think it’s, it’s the one called, “Savoring question, but I’m happy doing both and 


women’s fiction, and there are two series. the Seasons.” It’s like the fourth book in the being able to. 


So, one is set in England, and one is set in 

Texas. Women’s fiction is just about, like, 

relationships. So it can be romantic, or it 
can be like, sisters, or you know, family or 
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British series. It’s probably because there’s a 
lot of myself in each character, but that one, 
particularly for some reason, seems really 
close to me. Maybe that’s why it was hard to 


Q: Anything else you want to add? 
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Asit down with Kara Wofford, TJC's new freshman president 


“Photo courtesy of Kara Wofford 


After winning the election on Sept. 21, Wofford was sworn 
into office on Sept. 27, she plans on advocating for 


freshmen students. 


A: I would just like to say thank y'all for electing me to be 
the freshman student president, and I hope that I will do 
y all proud and go Apaches! 


th  * Tr ey a ee ey 
hor Traci Borum 


A: Yeah, I would just say that I think it’s 
important, even as an adult to just follow 
your dreams. Like, you know, my writing 
really is still just, it’s a dream. It’s more of a 
hobby, of course, than my teaching, but it’s 
something I love. And I think as kids, we 
dream big. And then we get to be adults, and 
our reality just crowds it out. It’s not easy. 
You know, people take their summers off. 
Well, I work hard. I wrote 250 pages this last 


- summer. Nobody told me to you know, but 


I love it. But yeah, I think too many people 
just drop them. You know? So that’s what I 
would say. 
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Photo courtesy of Traci Borum 
"Savoring the Seasons" is the latest 
book by TJC professor and author 
Traci Borum. The book has themes of 
overcoming one's own insecurity to 


find happiness. 


